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Radar-Visual UFO Incident in Tunisia 

From: "What The Government Would Know About UFOs if They Read Their Own Documents, Peter A. 

Gersten, J.D., MUFON UFO Symposium. "Tunisian Incident." Originating Agency Unknown, still 
classified, August 1976. �fhe message is reproduced below: 

C 0 N F I DENT I A L (Declassified) 0294 AUG 76. 

Sl TBJ: T UNISIAN UfO' ( C) 
. 

J.(C) A VERY CONCERNED CriiEf Of MILITARY SECURITY,, GENE RAL 

BALMA CALL DATT AND AL USNA TO I liS OffiCE AT 1100 HOUR S, 9 AUG 76. 

BALM A PROVIDED DA T T  WITH COPY OF MEMO liE HAD PREPAR ED FOR 

TI IE MINISTER Of DEFENSE LISTING UFO SIGI ITING S THAT I IA VE BEEN 

OCC URRING OVER TUNISIA SINCE fiRST REPORTED TI-lE NIGIIT OF 3 AUG 

76. E NGLISH TRANSL ATION OF MEMO P ROVIDE D FOR INFO QUOTE 

"S UBJECT: FL YING M ACIIJNES. TilE AP PEAR ANCE OF UNEXPLAINED 
FLYING OBJECT S HAVE TAKEN PLACE AS FOLLOW S: DURING THE NIGHT 

OF 3-4 AUG 76- AT 2325 J IRS TilE PILOT OF T UNIS AIR FLT TU8953, 
E NROUTE F ROM MONA�'TIR TO TUNIS REPORTED SIGHTING FLYING 

OBJEC T AT 1000 TO I 200 METERS, GOING NORTH TO S OUTH. AT 2327 

I lOUR S FIVE FLYING OBJECTS SIIOWING RED AND G R EEN POSITION 

LIGHT S WERE VISUAL LY SIGI ITED OVER f\t10NASTIR AND CONFIRMED BY 

RADAR- AT 0024 IIRS TILL 0400 llRS. FIV E S EPARATE R ADAR RE TURNS 

WERE TRACKED AND VISUALLY C ONf iRMED. DURING THE NIGHT OF 4-5 

AUG 76, AN AIR FRANCE PILOT ENROUTE TO MONASTIR R EPOR TED BEING 

F OLLOWED BY AN AIRC RAF T AS HE AP PROACHED IllS DESCENT POINT TO 

MONASTIR F ROM 2243 IIRS TO 2252 IIRS (LOCAL). DURING TilE NIGHT OF 5-
6 AUG 76, POLICE AT SOUKRA REPORTED SEEIN G WHAT SEEMED TO BE 

FOUR LIGHTED llELOS AT 0020 IIRS . AT 0040, T WO REMAINED- AT 0115, 

ONE REMAINED FLYING V ERY SLOWLY. ALL OBJE CT S  WERE GONE BY 

0145 HRS (LOCAL). THESE OBSERVATIONS NOT CONFIR MED BY RADAR. 

DURING TI IE NIGIIT OF 7-8 AUG 76, AT 2348 TilE CONT ROL TOWER AT 

JERBJ\ SIGHTED UNKNOW N TRAF FIC 7 KM NW OF AIRPOR T .  SIGITT JNG 

CONFIRMED BY T UNIS AIR PILOT , FLT 8321 E NROUTE TO JE RBA F M  PARIS. 

PILOT OF TUNIS AIR 717 
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APPROACHING Jl�RBA AIR PO RT REPOP fLD i\ I L\ I '<i JL�JI�c·l �I lOW ING 

ONE LIGI IT SEE!\1ED TO '1 OUCII DO\\ 1 NEAR"' IRI;Ol{ I' Til EN TUl�!'' S UTI I 

CLIMBING AS lT WENT, DISAPPI·:,\Rit ;(j 1 .I �12 IIR� (LOCAL). DUPING 

NIGHT OF 8-9 AUG 76- AT 1050 lli{S LU �'J\L lc \DAI� li<-1\CKl:f > lJt II. NOWN 

TRAFFIC THAT OVER FLJ:Vv' SllJI 1\l Ii'vlEU AIR PUR I' AT 1\ILI�I\ rl� UOfNG FAST 

TO WEST TIIEN 37 KJ\1 \ LST OF TilE IL SF 'lliRNI· D A 'U !)I�AI'Pt:/ l<l·D 

GOING St UTI C LN n ()l :()I' E. 

2. (C) Till:, TUNL�l/'lN UOYI�RNt\IEI! I L.' VLR Y Pll/./.L :J) B ' ll iLSE 

SIGHTINGS AND WANTS TO KNOW 11: SfXTIIFL'I CAN SIII-.IJ Al�Y I .IGIIT ON 

WHO OR \VllA'l Tl IE Y i\lJGI IT UE. BAl.f'vlA SllO\VED I{ \D. \l{ PLOTS 01: LIFO 

TRACKS ON NIGHT 01-' 4 AUG 76 PLOTTED ON CllART. TRACKS CU1 ·IE 

GENERALLY FM Nl� OVER GULF OF TUNIS AND TllEN PROCEED TO SOUTII 

OF CITY, TU RNING TO EAST AND \VLST AND DISAPPEARING FROI'v1 PADAR 

SCREEN . BALtv1A AGREED TO CALL ALUSNA AT l10f\1L tl· I·URTIII�P 

SIGIITlNGS 'Vt:RE OBSERVED. NO Rl·:POPTEU Sl(d J'llN(jS f\1AIJE NlUIITS 01; 

9-IOAUU76. 

3. (C) RE�lJEST ADVISE IF ANY LL 'LJSUJ\L :\C 11\'l l'Y 11.\S BEEN NOTED 

IN VICINITY OF TUNISIAN CO.\ST. Bt\LJdA RL:.POR I'S TIIA r VISUAL 

SIGHTINGS IF l{ED A£3D GREEN POSri IUNS LlGIJTS AND I� ·\DAK SIGI n lNCiS 

IIAVE BEEN �\fADE AND ON SOME OCCASIONS COP I' ESPOI ·o \>v'lTH ONE 

ANOTI-JLR. OBJLC1 S IIAVE TRAVELLI:D AT 1 II Gil SPLLUS (350KTS), SLOW 

AND SEE"tv1lNliL Y HOVERED BUT llA VE 1Y1ADE TO ALJDll3LE SOUND. 

Pl1EN01\.1ENA COMPLETELY UNEXPLAlNABLL Fl\1 ·n liS LND. ANY ASSIST 

OR IDEAS WILL BE APPRECIATED. \f\IB CONCURS. 

ODS 31 DEC 82. 
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